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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE :
"EXCELLENCE" CONTINUES AT EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University's long - standing
reputation for "Excellence" has been further documented by
data released recently by the U.S . Department of Education
and by preliminary f i gures from a study under development
by the Illinois Board of Higher Education.
Although student loan defaults in the United States are
approaching $2 billion and default rates are as high as 75
percent at some institutions across the country, Eastern's
rate of .3 percent makes it the lowest am ong Illinois public
universities.
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Eastern is also a pacesetter in the number of first - time
freshmen receiving baccalaureate degrees from Illinois Public
Un i versities.

According to the IBHE information, 63.25% of

all f r eshmen entering Eastern I l linois complete requirements
for their baccalaureate degree.

Eastern and The University

of Il l inois at Urbana-Champaign had the highest rates in the
state.
According to the DOE figures, some 4.4 million students
borrowed nearly $12 billion in guaranteed loans last year
to pursue post-secondary education at colleges, universities
and career schools.

Defaults last year totaled $1.6 billion-near

half the annual federal cost of the program.
Dr. Glenn Williams, Eastern's Vice-President for Student
Affairs, said he is proud of the record set by Eastern's students
and the Office of Financial Aid which administers the Stafford
Student Loans and thirty - one other financial assistance programs
at the University.

He attributes Eastern's success to its

policy of administering the program within the intent of the
original legislation.
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